Poverty and Parks
A global assessment of the social impact of protected areas 
 
Panel at the World Conservation Conference, Bangkok.
Event number 585: 20th November in Breakout Room 09 from 1700 to 1900.
 
While the advantages of biodiversity conservation are widely acknowledged, the potentially adverse social consequences of the creation of protected areas are less well known. This panel will discuss and outline a two stage research project on the “local social costs of conservation”, which will provide evidences on this topic on a global scale.
 
Goal: The purpose of the panel is to examine methodological and practical issues associated with a proposed social impacts assessment of protected areas. The recent increase in the spread of protected areas is marked by the absence of good information about the social consequences of that spread. This panel outlines how this gap could be addressed.
 
Chair: Michael M. Cernea (Part 1) & Gonzalo Oviedo (Part 2)
 
Coordinators: Kai Schmidt-Soltau[footnoteRef:1][1] & Dan Brockington [1: ] 

Programme: 
Opening remarks by Michael M. Cernea
Part 1: 1700-1800
Why conduct an assessment and how to do so. Comparative experience
Speakers (max. 10 minutes each):
· Christo Fabricius – South Africa
· Vivienne Solis – Latin America
· Ashish Kothari - India
· Jim Igoe – USA
Discussion 
Part 2: 1800-1900
Experience from current programmes
Speakers (max. 5 minutes each)
· Lee Risby (GEF-ME – Local benefits study)
· Marcus Colchester (FPP – Indigenous people and protected areas)
· Phil Franks (CARE – Protected areas and poverty)
· Kai Schmidt-Soltau & Dan Brockington (www.social-impact-of-conservation.net)
Discussion
Closing remarks by the Gonzalo Oviedo
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